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Abstract. This article is devoted to the peculiarities of the Greek language influence on the
modern languages such as Russian, English. The Greek language is considered to be a language of
wisdom since the times of great philosophers and thinkers spread their thoughts to the world that
had an impact on the modern languages. The Greek language impact is defined by the presence of
specific vocabulary in modern languages that are characterized by Greek origin or mixed origin
along with Latin. Medicine and science related vocabulary of Greek origin is of high importance
and defined the way a modern European person thinks today. Such vocabulary is represented by
a huge number of borrowed words, terms, suffixes and prefixes.
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Greek is the oldest language in the world, having an abundant history and cultural
heritage that was nurtured by the ancient representatives of the Greek people. It is also
considered as the language of one of the leading civilizations and one of the most important
literatures of the world, has its own independent branch in the Indo-European language
family. Among all the modern languages, it is most closely related to Armenian. It has
been spoken in the southern Balkans since the first half of the second millennium BC, and
its documented history dates back more than 3,500 years, which is the earliest evidence
of the existence of an Indo-European language. The first written evidence of the Greek
language is documents written in Mycenaean Greek found in Crete (The History of the
Greek Language Throughout Time). Greek can be considered the language of wisdom,
as it has a rich history, it was written and spoken by the great philosophers of antiquity.
Philosophy is closely connected with the formation of the Greek language, as well as vice
versa. The philosophers of that time transmitted their wisdom through the Greek language,
which is why this language can be classified as the languages of wisdom. Accordingly,
it is not for nothing that this language acquired a special status over the years and had a
special impact on the development of modern languages that we speak. But how did such
an ancient language as Greek influence the formation of today's languages? And what is
the connection between them?

Firstly, when talking about languages of wisdom, there should be a definite
understanding of what wisdom is. Wisdom is a broad term that a multitude of philosophers
and other scientists have tried to grasp and give an explanation to. According to a definition
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given by the philosophical encyclopedia, wisdom is “commonly used to describe the
character of someone who is reasonable or to exercise moderation in desires” (The-
Philosophy.com). Consequently, wisdom is usually concerned with a human being who is
able to have a decent worldview on life and uses this knowledge to express his opinions
and desires with humility. Thus, it is more about character and emotional intelligence of a
person. The question may arise, what is the connection between wisdom as a character of
a person and a language? First of all, wisdom is considered to be a primary issue of such
a study as philosophy. Wisdom is the ability of a person to think and act in accordance
with the highest goals of life, rising above the limitations of private and transitory
interests, including his own; the initial impulse of the development of philosophy and
the final synthesis of all its directions. Thus, it is certain that philosophy has been named
as “the love of wisdom” for the period of time it had started to be an independent study.
Nevertheless, it is known that for the last several centuries philosophy has been less
concerned with wisdom, as a result, the ancient philosophy attempted to face the issues
related to wisdom, while modern philosophy has become more versatile in this way and
expanded its influence and a series of issues it is meant to discover. Thus, wisdom that
languages carry is of high importance, since the important piece of knowledge 1s acquired
through the language and it leads to grasping emotional intelligence. Greek is among
those languages.

Greek is known for having a prestige status in modern times, it has history of oral
communication of more than 3000 years, as well as the written sources are about 4000
years which makes Greek one of the oldest languages in the world (The History of the
Greek Language Throughout Time).

Today Greek is not very popular since it is spoken by about 12 million people. Greek
speaking population is mainly in Greece, about 99 percent and about 80 percent of the
population of Cyprus (Greek language, Wikipedia). Even though, Greek cannot compete
with other, more widespread languages in terms of the number of speakers, modern
Western culture cannot be seen as it is today without the Greek influence throughout
all these years. Since the Greek language was the reason for emergence of the earliest
evidence of European literature and cultural heritage, it definitely laid the foundations of
defining the way the modern European culture is established.

The Greek language influence could be seen in modern national languages to this
date. For instance, it may be observed in heterogeneous languages that are quite distinct
from each other. We will attempt to turn to Greek language impact on English, Russian
and Spanish.

According to Garnik, the Greek language is considered to be the one of the most
important and defining languages that contributed to the accumulation and addition of
the Eastern-Slavic languages for a very long time (I'apuuk, 2009, c. 5-12). The majority
of words and special terms were borrowed from Greek in terms of philosophical and
religious sphere since Greece is known to have established Christian thought which was
spread in this language, in particular the literal one, the teaching of Christ was transmitted
in Greek throughout the world. However, Greek borrowings into Russian and other Slavic
languages are not limited only to religious sphere, but also economic and political lives.

Fasmer also identifies different types of borrowings such as bookish and colloquial
(dacmep, 1909, ¢.5-6). Here we may talk about the bookish type, they include such words
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as “akmem3m”, “anamect”, “muMdoctas”’, “mumdpa”’, “ammomopd”, “amdaBut”’, “apxa-
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nu3M”, “aHagurio3uc’”, “amduodonusn’, “ckener”’ etc. Thus, we can see that bookish words
and terms are mainly taken from medicine and linguistic/ literary sphere. Concerning the
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second type of borrowings — colloquial, they include words like “cumBon’™, “nmon”, “cka-
Mbs”, “TeTpazp”’, “KaTtanor’, “mo3tumka”’, “oudmuorexa” etc. (BukucioBaps).

Scientific terms and phrases are the most commonly used and borrowed from the
Greek language to Russian, they are larger in amount than bookish or colloquial types
of borrowings. These terms and phrases are of mixed character, they are universal since
they contain Greek echoes and Latin signs, too. For instance, words like the following,
“phenomena — denomen” from Greek, “speleology- cneneonmorus”. In the course of
development and emergence of scientific terms, words that have already been borrowed
earlier to denote some realities are also present. For example, the word “kristallos™ that
directly has a meaning of “ice”, or “transparent stone” is used in chemistry to form the
terms like crystallization, crystalline, differing in its phonetic design from the former
borrowing crystal.

English and Spanish are also seen to have been influence by the Greek language. For
instance, we may see echoes and traces of ancient Greek in the usage of prefixes, suffixes
or some words in the both languages.

It is not a surprise that nowadays, when a person sets a goal to study science, whether
it is physical science or chemistry, he/she should take Greek courses. Furthermore, the
same applies to the medicine research, as medicine is abundant with a specific vocabulary
that has Greek echoes. For example, there are prefixes, such as bio-, which means “life”,
hemato- which means “blood” or neuro- which means “nerves” (Biology Prefixes and
Suffixes: hem- or hemo- or hemato-). Greek is seen in the usage of numbers in Spanish,
for instance, Greek numbers like mono, di, tri are corresponding for Spanish ones, such
as uno, dos, tres.

Thus, Greek being the language of Homer, Socrates, Thucydides, the language of
Sophocles and Aristotle and other scientists and great philosophers, determined the way
today’s national languages have been developed since the great impact of the Greek culture.
Today’s medicine and sciences would not be the same without the Greek influence, which
definitely formed and developed a whole thinking, the whole world. The wisdom that
Greek carries throughout these years is of high importance and significance, it carries not
only knowledge, but forms people’s consciousness. In this way, we can safely say that
Greek is the language of wisdom, by leaving its traces in world languages, with the help
of which modern people can exchange the necessary information with each other.
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I'PEK TIJIIHIH KA3IPI'l 9JIEM TIVIIEPIHE 9CEPI

Amnaarna. by makana rpek TUTIHIH OpBIC YKOHE aFbUIIIBIH CHUSKTHI Ka3ipri TiImepre acep
€Ty epeKIIeNiKTepiHe apHanFaH. | pek Tim Ka3ipri Tigepre acep eTirm, 03 OWIapbiH OYKLI aiiemMre
TaparkaH yibl GuiocodTap MEH OWIIBUIIAP/IBIH 3aMaHbIHAH Oepi JaHaJBIK Tisli OOJBINT caHama-
nel. ['pex TinmiHiH ocepi Kazipri Tingepae JaTBIHMEH Kartap TPeK MIBIFY Teri HeMece apajac IIbIFy
TETiIMEH CHUITaTTAJIAThIH HAKThI JIGKCHKAHBIH OOTyBIMEH aHBIKTaNIa(bl. MeanIMHa MEH FBUIBIMMEH
OaityIaHbICTHI TPEK TUTIHEH IIBIKKAH JISKCHKA YJIKSH MaHbI3Fa Ne JKOHE Ka3ipri 3aMaHFbl €ypPONajbIK
aJlaMHBIH OifJ1ay TOCUTIH aHBIKTalabl. MyH/Iall JIeKCHKa KONITETeH KipMe CO3epMeH, TEPMHUHACP-
MEH, JKYpHaKTapMeH KoHe NPe(PUKCTEPMEH YChIHBUIFaH.

Tyiinai ce3mep: naHaNbIK, TPEK Tilli, €XKEIri TPeK Tili, OPBIC TiNli, aFBUINIBIH TLTi, KipMe
ceszep, MEANIMHA.
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BJIUAHHUE 'PEYECKOTI'O A3bIKA HA COBPEMEHHBIE MUPOBBIE
A3bIKH

AuHoTanus. J/laHHas CTaThs MOCBSIIEHA 0COOCHHOCTSAM BIMSIHUS TPEUECKOTo s3bIKa Ha
COBPEMEHHBIC S3bIKH, TAKHE KaK PYCCKUH M aHIIMHCKHHA. ['pedecKuil S3bIK CUNTACTCS S3BIKOM
MYIPOCTH CO BPEMEH BEJIIMKUX (HIOCO(POB ¥ MBICIUTENICH, PACIPOCTPAHSBIIMX CBOU MBICIH IO
BCEMY MHPY, YTO OKa3aJI0 BIMSIHUE Ha COBPEMEHHBIE S3bIKU. BIIMsHUE TpedecKoro s3bIKa onpe/e-
JSETCS HATMYMEM CIIeIIM(UUSCKOM JISKCUKH B COBPEMEHHBIX SI3bIKaX, KOTOPhIE XapaKTepU3yOTCs
IPEYECKUM MIPOUCXOKACHHEM WIIM CMELIAHHBIM IIPOUCXOXKICHUEM HAPSIY C JIATHHCKUM SI3BIKOM.
JlexcHKa Tpev4ecKoro MPOUCXOXKICHHS, CBI3aHHAsl C MEIUIIMHON M HAyKOW, MMeeT OOJIbIIOe 3Ha-
YeHHEe U OINpeAeiseT 00pa3 MBIIUICHHS COBPEMEHHOTO €BPOIEHCKOro YeiaoBeka ceroans. Takas
JIeKCHKa TIPEJCTABICHa OIPOMHBIM YHCJIOM 3aUMCTBOBAHHBIX CIIOB, TEPMHHOB, Cy(pdUKCOB n
pePUKCOB.

KaioueBble ci10Ba: MyapOCTh, IPEUECKHH S3bIK, PEBHETPEYESCKUI S3bIK, PYCCKUI S3BIK,
AQHIIMACKHH S3bIK, 3aMMCTBOBAHUS, MEANIHHA.
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